Somatic Variants: New Kids on the Block in Human Immunogenetics.
Somatic variants are not inherited but acquired during an individual's lifetime, and individuals are increasingly considered as complex mosaics of genetically distinct cells. Whereas this concept is long-recognized in cancer, this review focuses on the growing role of somatic variants in immune cells in nonmalignant immune-related disorders, such as primary immunodeficiency and autoimmune diseases. Older case reports described somatic variants early in development, leading to large numbers of affected cells and severe phenotypes. Thanks to technological evolution, it is now feasible to detect somatic variants occurring later in life and affecting fewer cells. Hence, only recently is the scale at which somatic variants contribute to monogenic diseases being uncovered and is their contribution to complex diseases being explored systematically.